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Without a doubt these are some of the most fast-paced
times the U.S. Army has ever faced. We are an
Army at war supporting a nation at war. We are

balancing transformation with ensuring that we are prepared to
fight and win no matter where we are needed.

It will not be easy; but, bringing freedom to 40 million people
in the past two years was not either. I saw every day what the U.S.
Army was truly made of as the Combined Joint Task Force 7 and V
Corps command sergeant major. Our Soldiers are smart, tough,
loyal, heroic and innovative. I was constantly amazed by their
ingenuity. It carries on the traditions established by the generations
of Soldiers who came before us. I truly believe that each of you
represents the 21st century’s first generation of heroes.

That is why it so important we continue to stay focused on
the tasks ahead that we face. We have to use every tool at our
disposal to make us better than the enemy. One of those tools is
education and that’s where your NCO Journal is important.

I know it’s not easy to get your hands on it in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and other far-away locations; but, if you download it
or get a copy in the mail — use it and share it. Each issue is
packed with lessons learned, “how-to’s” and stories that matter
to NCOs and their Soldiers. This issue is no exception.

The editorial team has put together a great issue for you. I
encourage you to take a look at the POV Risk Assessment Tool
article. As Soldiers return from deployment, leaders need to
keep POV safety on their minds. Thousands of Soldiers have
bought new cars and motorcycles while deployed or immedi-
ately upon return. We have to do all we can to keep our new
combat veterans and their families alive.

The Voter’s Assistance piece is especially important right
now. The 2000 election was extremely close and you have
fought and bled for the right to vote. Don’t waste it.

The Audie Murphy/Sgt. Morales Club story is another one
I hope you enjoy. As a member of both clubs I have always
valued the lessons I learned about history, leadership and
soldiering from my preparation and commitment to the ideals
these organizations espouse.

This issue is packed full of other topics to include, mine
awareness, a new Web site called Hooah 4 Health at http://
www.hooah4health.com. In addition, I share my philosophy
and what I think is important to our NCO Corps and the
Army.

Don’t forget to check out archived editions of the NCO
Journal at http://usasma.bliss.army.mil/Journal. The last issue
included a great farewell piece on our 12th Sergeant Major of
the Army Jack Tilley. He did a great deal for our Army and this
is a fitting tribute to his legacy.

I look forward to seeing many of you in the field as I travel
around the Army. Be safe and stay focused. The coming months
will be especially hectic as we deploy and redeploy nearly
300,000 Soldiers to and from Iraq. You are making a difference
in the Global War on Terrorism.

God Bless Each of You!
HOOAH!

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth O. Preston
13th Sergeant Major of the Army
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